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DESCRIBETHE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

George Herbert Jones Chemical Laboratory is located on the northwest side of 
the main quadrangle of the University of Chicago campus. It is a 1929 
structure, and as seen on the enclosed campus map, it is connected to Kent Hall 
on the east and Searle Hall on the north.

Room 405 is a small, approximately six by nine foot, pantry-like room, with 
shelves and counters along each wall. The room, which can be viewed through a 
glass door, is set up with laboratory equipment and looks virtually the same 
as it does in ca. 1942 photographs taken shortly after the historic experiments 
were completed there.

Room 405, which is located on the fourth floor, was undamaged by a 1973 explosion 
which destroyed the basement and first floor of the building.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

In Room 405 of the George Herbert Jones Laboratory at the University of Chicago, 
a group of chemists working under the direction of Dr. Glenn T. Seaborg first 
isolated a pure compound of the man-made element puJLtonium. The sample, isolated 
on August 18, 1942, was the first synthetically produced isotope of any element 
seen by man. Less than a month later, on September 10, 1942, B. B. Cunningham 
and L. B. Werner prepared the first weighable sample of a synthetic element. 
This first isolation and weighing of plutonium was a milestone in the development 
of nuclear energy. The extraordinary importance of plutonium as a basic fuel for 
nuclear power reactors has opened for the benefit of mankind a whole new realm of 
science and technology.
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

Room 405 alone is considered the national historic landmark site and the 
boundary is drawn immediately around the Jones Lab Building, on the west along 
the east curb of Ellis Avenue, on the south along a line between Jones and the 
Administration (University Press) building, on the east, along the wall of Jones 
separating it from the Kent Building, on the north by the wall of Jones separating 
it from Searle Building and running to the curb of Ellis Avenue._______________
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